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also fix a time limit within which the Federal Constitution with responsibility at the Centre will come into operation, I suggested six months. Thirdly, the provinces must enjoy practically sovereign rights.
Q,     What is then left for the Constituent Assembly to decide?
A. It can be reserved for the Constituent Assembly to discuss whether it is through single or bicameral legislature and what the strength of the Federal Legislature should be. But I have left no doubt m anybody's mind that the decision must be reached here and now as regards responsibility at the Centre, especially, the control of Finance, Army and Foreign Affairs.
Q,     Have you given up all hopes of reaching a settlement?
A. No, I am sparing no endeavour to explore all avenues for a settlement. I would not be surprised if a settlement were reached even at the twelfth hour.
Mahatma Gandhi was asked if the Conference failed to reach a settlement, what effects would it have on India.
Mahatmaji answered if the Congress failed to reach, a settlement here and now, it must inevitably result in the revival immediately of civil disobedience with all its consequences, because the failure of the Conference means that Indian reformers who are wedded to responsibility at the Centre must not hope to expect the Government to meet them for an indefinite time. The civil disobedience is bound to start immediately once it is clear that the Conference has failed.
The Hindustan Times, 16-11-1931 and 18-11-1931
207.    LETTER TO PRIME MINISTER
88 KNIGHTSBRIDGE,
LONDON, W.,
November 14, 1931
DEAR  PRIME  MINISTER,
I know that letters signed by delegates are being sent to you inviting you to settle the Hindu-Muslim-Sikh question. You will notice the absence of my signature in any of those letters. Common friends desirous of seeing a successful issue to the Round Table Conference have suggested that it would help you if I sent a letter explaining why I do not sign the letters.
I should have no hesitation in putting my signature to a letter appointing you sole arbitrator in your individual capacity to settle